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Introduction

There is much current debate over “Intelligent Design”.  As Believers, we know the Universe and all that is created, is marvelously engineered by our Heavenly Father.  Everything that is made was planned-out and works according to the blueprint that will eventually bring about Jesus’ return to earth in glory.  Our very bodies are marvels of bio-robotic ingenuity; wondrously fitted together to perform the function of housing our spirits.  Each minute detail of our bodies has a specific purpose and a specific task to perform.  If one minor part fails, the whole body’s function is affected.  All of it must work properly by design.  God made it that way.

God ordained the Church, the Body of Christ.  He called each one of us out of darkness and into His Body for a specific purpose.  At the heart of building up the Body of Christ is the intentionallity of God.  Did God have a specific purpose in organizing His Body in the beginning, or was it a randomly evolved process that God merely took advantage of?  Did the Spirit of God specifically guide and instruct His servants with a specific outcome in mind, or were God’s servants nudged in a general direction, hoping it would turn out all right?  If you believe the actions taken by God have a planned and specific purpose, you may find some value in this particular study of Scripture.  However, if you believe the original Scriptural outline for Church structure and function was just a series of random events, coincidentally resulting in the formation of the Body of Christ, read on anyway, it may alter the course of your life.

“Life altering” is the point of this study.  As Believers, we fiercely defend our belief that God intentionally created heaven and earth for very specific reasons.  Yet, as Believers, we often draw the line of intentionallity at the form and function of the Church.  Rather than use the Scriptural form and function of the Body of Christ, (laid out in the teachings of Jesus, the apostles, and illustrated in the form and function of the Body in Scriptures), we are more than willing to inherit the traditions of men as the operating platform for the Body of Christ without critical thought.  As we read this study of Scripture, we may realize scriptural truth never seen before.  We may see the truth of Scripture and contrast that with what we currently accept as “normal”.  We may have to make a choice.  Will we embrace Scripture, or cling to the worldly traditions of men?  If we recognize the truth, we are accountable.  Please, read on.

Note:  To fully understand what I’m talking about when I refer to “religion”, I will give my definition of what it means in context of this paper.  “Religion” is humanity’s attempt to make God fit in their box.  God is interested in having a “relationship”, not a “religion”.
The Early and Latter Rains

In Old Testament Israel, one of the most important crops, essential to the survival of Israel, was winter wheat.  Planted in autumn, winter wheat was nourished by the fall rainy season.  Since Israel’s welfare depended so greatly on this crop, the fall rains were called “the early rains”, because they fell early in the growing season of winter wheat.  The early rains of autumn helped to germinate the wheat and give it a good start on the growing season.  If the wheat got just the right amount of moisture in the fall, it would spring up healthy and have a better chance of enduring the stress of the winter.

Unless you are involved in agriculture, you may not appreciate the value of “stress” to a crop’s nutritional value.  Crop stress can be caused by excessively high temperatures, excessively low temperatures, excessively dry conditions, and to a limited extent, excessively wet conditions, (excessively wet conditions more often reduce grain yield rather than a grain’s nutritional value).  Crop stress causes plants to store more protein in the plants.  In the case of wheat, that protein is stored in the grain and adds to the nutritional value of the harvested wheat.  Too much stress and the crop fails.  Too little stress, and the nutritional value diminishes.

For the purpose of stress-induced nutritional value, the winter wheat season of Israel was ideal.  The drier cooler temperatures usually caused just the right amount of stress, making winter wheat very nutritional for God’s people.  But, without intermittent showers throughout the winter, the crop would not survive.  Even with winter showers, unless the winter crop was revived by the refreshing spring rains, the crop would fail.  Since the spring rains came at the end of the winter wheat growing season, these rains were called the “latter rains”.  For the welfare of Israel, the latter rains were as important as the essential early rains.  If the crops didn’t receive the latter rains to refresh and revive the wheat and bring it to maturity for the harvest, the whole growing season was a loss and the nation suffered.

In Scripture, the concept of early and latter rains are associated with the outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit for the germination, growth and harvesting of souls through the Body of Christ - the Church.  In the Old Testament, the prophet Joel speaks of the future outpouring of God’s Spirit upon Believers.  

Joel 2:23-24  Be glad, O people of Zion, rejoice in the Lord your God, for He has given you the autumn rains in righteousness.  He sends you abundant showers, both autumn and spring rains, as before.  The threshing floors will be filled with grain; the vats will overflow with new wine and oil.  NIV

Joel continues to prophesy about the results of the outpouring of God’s Spirit further on in the chapter.

Joel 2:28-32  “It will come about after this That I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind; And your sons and daughters will prophesy, Your old men will dream dreams, Your young men will see visions.  Even on the male and female servants I will pour out My Spirit in those days.

“I will display wonders in the sky and on the earth, Blood, fire and columns of smoke.  The sun will be turned into darkness And the moon into blood Before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.  And it will come about that whoever calls on the name of the Lord Will be delivered; For on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem There will be those who escape, As the Lord has said, Even among the survivors whom the Lord calls.”  NASB
In this, we see God’s plan for His Believers, the Body of Christ.  Spoken beforehand by God’s prophet Joel, God’s Word becomes reality after Jesus is raised from among the dead.  Jesus appears to His followers after His resurrection, fellowshipping with them and teaching them.  Before He ascends to Heaven to take His place at the right hand of the Father, Jesus gives instructions to His Believers.

Acts 1:4-8  Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from Me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the Kingdom to Israel?”

He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”  NASB
On the day of Pentecost, it happened as Jesus told them it would.  The Holy Spirit descended on them from the Father and empowered them to carry on Jesus’ Messianic ministry of reconciling the lost to God through the Gospel of Jesus’ sacrifice on their behalf.  The Holy Spirit, the same one that descended to dwell in Jesus after His baptism by John the Baptist (Matthew 3:13-15) descended in what appeared to be flames of fire, to dwell in each of the Believers.  Everyone who received God’s Holy Spirit, began speaking in different tongues.  This caused quite a commotion among the unbelievers and some scoffed, saying the Believers were drunk.  Peter stepped forward to explain it all to them.  In doing so, he quoted from the second chapter of the prophet Joel.

Acts 2:14-21  But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them:  “Men of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you and give heed to my words.  For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day.  But this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel:  

‘And it shall be in the last days,’ God says, “That I will pour forth of My Spirit on all mankind; And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, And your young men shall see visions, And your old men shall dream dreams; Even on My bondslaves, both men and women, I will in those days pour forth of My Spirit And they shall prophesy.  And I will grant wonders in the sky above And signs on the earth below, Blood, and Fire, and vapor of smoke.  The sun will be turned into darkness And the moon into blood, Before the great and glorious day of the Lord shall come.  And it shall be that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’  NASB
 In this event on the Day of Pentecost, we see the beginning of the fulfillment of God’s word through Joel.  We see the outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit affirmed by the apostle Peter.  However, we don’t see blood, fire, vapor of smoke, the sun turning to darkness and the moon to blood.  This will all take place before the glorious day of the Lord, which is yet to come.  With Jesus’ resurrection, humanity has entered into the epoch of “The Last Days”, which will bring about the final eternal harvest of souls, and Jesus’ return to earth in Glory (Acts 1:9-11, Matthew 24:30).  This was spoken of beforehand by the prophet Joel.

In the second chapter of Joel and the event of Pentecost, we see the illustration of the early rains in the person of the Holy Spirit, falling on Believers, germinating and empowering the early Church to spring forth and begin to flourish.  But this happens in the autumn of Israel’s preeminence.  It is the end of an era in which Israel was but a type and shadow of the reconciliation of humanity with God through His Son Jesus.  This new crop of Believers, bursting out  upon the earth, nourished and invigorated by the early rains of the Holy Spirit, are now God’s representatives in the world (2 Corinthians 5:20).  It is a new day, and God has ordained a new way.

Under the Old Covenant, the people’s spiritual needs were ministered to by priests, sanctified by God’s ordination.  But, even as the New Covenant is far superior to the Old Covenant, God’s support structure for Believers in the New Covenant is far superior to the working of the Old.

Hebrews 8:6-12  But now He (Jesus) has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises.  For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion sought for a second.  For finding fault with them, He says,

 “Behold, days are coming, says the Lord, when I will effect a New Covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.  Not like the covenant which I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt.  For they did not continue in My covenant, and I did not care for them.” Says the Lord.

“For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel.  After those days,” says the Lord:  “I will put My laws into their minds, and I will write them on their hearts.  And I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  And they shall not teach everyone his fellow citizen, and everyone his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for all will know Me, from the least to the greatest of them.  For I will be merciful to their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more.”  NASB

This New Covenant was engineered by God to function directly with each Believer.  No longer was God’s Covenant to be administered by priests as it was under the Old Covenant, but with the New Covenant, a new and better way was ordained by God.  Each individual would know God through the Holy Spirit. 

The new Church started out in power and flourished among the people.  Even in the face of persecution, the Good News of the Gospel spread.  With the early rain of the Spirit, the Body of Christ was off to a good start.  With a foundational root system of Jesus’ and the apostle’s teachings, the crop was strong.  However, even as the Body of Christ grew, the traditions of men handed down from the Hebrew and pagan religions began to creep into the church.  The world’s operating system of established and organized control, made inroads towards taking over the original symbiotic relationship between Believers.  Individuals exalted themselves as leaders among the congregations just as if the Word of God did not say, in 1 Peter 5:5  …and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.  NASB, likewise Ephesians 5:21  and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.  NASB,

Philippians 2:3-7  Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interest, but also for the interests of others.  Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  NASB 

The apostles stood strongly against the secular usurpation of Christ’s leadership, and condemned those who practiced it.  But the influence of this fallen world is relentless.  Soon, the apostles and everyone who learned from their example slept, awaiting Jesus’ return in glory.  Within the first couple centuries, the symbiotic relationship among Believers; established by the Holy Spirit and taught by Jesus and the apostles, had been replaced with the worldly model of leadership control.  The Gospel was still being preached, but authority among the Believers was held by men, and was no longer the domain of Christ.  The church grew powerless.  The Spirit of God was no longer manifest among the congregation in power.  The power of God would not be yielded to men who practiced authority rather than servitude, as modeled by Jesus and the apostles.

The early rains of the Spirit had ceased.  The long stressful winter had begun.  Relatively soon, all religious power would be consolidated within a worldly power structure that would not allow the Word of God to be taught among the faithful.  The powers of darkness assumed near-complete authority over the Body of Christ.  These were the Dark Ages, where humanity languished without the TRUTH of the Scriptures for guidance.

But even in the bleak winter of the Church, yielded individuals continued to receive revelations and illumination from God’s Holy Spirit.  Small showers that kept faith alive, passed over the spiritual landscape.  These were the years that would add spiritual value and strength to the Body of Christ.  The just would learn to live by faith, (Hebrews 10:38).  In God’s plan for His people, it seems as if it were necessary (to get the greatest results from faith) that people had to hunger and thirst after God, rather than be spoon-fed.  After all, the day of Pentecost only came after Believers began to spontaneously gather together with one mind, devoting themselves to prayer (Acts 1:14).  

Down through Church history, revelations great and small restored a little more Truth to the functioning of the Body of Christ.  God’s power has even been displayed in acts of the Holy Spirit among the Congregation.  But, the Church has never seen the outpouring of God’s Spirit as it was with the early rains.  Today, even though we have more access to God’s Word than any time in history, even though more books are being written and more sermons preached, the Body of Christ still doesn’t experience the power and scope of God’s Spirit at work within the Congregation as it was in the beginning.  We have not received the latter rains.

What must be done to facilitate the latter rains of God’s Spirit and His expression in power?  The answer is the same as it was from the beginning, “Yield.”  Jesus was shown approved by God in expressions of power by the Holy Spirit, because Jesus was yielded completely to His Father.

John 5:19  Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does, in like manner.”  NASB

John 5:30  “I can do nothing on My own initiative.  As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, because I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.”  NASB

For all His deity, Jesus was completely yielded to His Father’s will.  Because Jesus was completely submissive to the will of God, God could work through Jesus’ yielded life.  God could release His power through the Holy Spirit in the ministry of Jesus, because Jesus was obedient and did not seek His own agenda.  Jesus was able to yield Himself because Jesus considered Himself a slave to His Father’s will and the spiritual needs of humanity.

This same attitude was exhibited and taught by the apostles and embraced by the early Church.  Because the Body of Christ shared a symbiotic relationship, where no individual or group of individuals exalted themselves above their brothers and sisters, (without incurring the apostle’s and Holy Spirit’s correction), it was able to function as God intended the Body to operate.  Intelligent  Design dictated the form and function of the Body of Christ for the performance and maintenance of the Messianic Ministry.  The early rains could be poured out in power because the Body of Christ, like Jesus before it, as a whole, was submitted to God.  Those who exalted themselves as leaders were called out by the apostles and dealt with.

It was necessary there would be those within the Body of Christ who would depart from the teachings of Christ.  This had to happen so the Holy Spirit could illustrate who was submitted to God and who exalted themselves.  It also had to happen for our benefit.  We were given these examples from Scripture on how to deal with the same problems that would exist today.  God shows His approval for those who follow His will in all matters.  On the day of Pentecost, Peter testified by the Spirit that God attested to the validity Jesus’ ministry and showed His approval through the Holy Sprit in power.

Acts 2:22  “Men of Israel, listen to these words:  Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know –“ NASB

We see in Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, God would make evident those who were approved from among the congregation.

1 Corinthians 11:18-19  For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that divisions exist among you; and in part I believe it.  For there must be factions among you, so that those who are approved may become evident among you.  NASB

And, in Paul’s second letter to Timothy, we see Paul’s admonishment.

2 Timothy 2:15  Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.  NASB

The test for Timothy was to show himself approved by accurately handling the word of truth.  Among the Corinthians, the ones who were approved would be made evident among the congregation.  The inference is that divisions were caused by those who did not hold to the truth, and those who upheld the truth would become evident.

The test for us is, will we study to show ourselves approved and accurately handle the word of truth?  If we do, will God show His approval of our obedience with demonstrations of power as He did through Paul?

1 Corinthians 2:2-5  For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.  I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling, and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.  NASB

This brings us to the generally powerless state of the Body of Christ today.  This lack of power isn’t because God is powerless in this modern world, so it must be us.  If we look again at the life of Jesus, we see God manifested Himself in power because Jesus was completely submitted to His Father.  He only said and did the things He heard and saw His Father do.  God could trust Him.  God approved Jesus through demonstrations of the Spirit and power.  The apostle Paul counted all things lost that He might gain Christ, (Philippians 3:7-20), and God showed His approval of Paul through demonstrations of the Spirit and power.  If we desire to see God manifest Himself in this present world in Spirit and in power, we must study to show ourselves approved, able to accurately handle the word of truth.  Then, as we are submitted to Him, God can manifest Himself in demonstrations of Spirit and power.

At this point, you may be wondering what this has to do with the early and latter rains of God’s Spirit upon the Body of Christ.  It has to do with the specific way God designed the Body of Christ to function.  In the case of the Body of Christ, form follows function.  Believers, collectively, were intended to be the repository of the Holy Spirit that dwelt solely in Jesus while He was here on earth.  Jesus was the “Christ” – meaning, “the Anointed One”.  Now, collectively, we have taken His place and are called “the Body of Christ”, (1 Corinthians 12:27, Ephesians 4:12, Colossians 1:24), in essence, we have inherited Jesus’ Messianic Ministry, and His anointing of the Holy Spirit.  However, as Jesus was the sole repository of the Holy Spirit during His Messianic Ministry, the Body of Christ, (Believers), are the collective repository of the Holy Spirit.

1 Corinthians 12:11 -14  But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.  For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.  For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  For the body is not one member, but many.  NASB

So, we are the Body of Christ, repository of the Holy Spirit, the “anointed” of God.  If we are to receive the latter rains of God’s Spirit in these last days, the Body of Christ must be conformed to the Scriptural form God ordained, so the Body can function as God intended us to function.

Look at it this way.  A large house is built for the specific needs of a large family.  But, over time, the house is added on to.  Kids grow up and move away.  Upkeep and maintenance are sometimes lacking.  The large family becomes an elderly couple.  Eventually the big house is converted into rental property and wires are crossed so each tenant is billed for their own electrical meter.  The tenants don’t care for the house as if it were their own.  The one who rents out the apartments doesn’t live there, they just take in the money every month.  The property becomes run-down and begins to collect code violations.

Then, a young couple sees the large house and can envision it full of the big family they intend to have.  They purchase the property, but as is, the function of the house has changed and no longer meets the needs of a single-family dwelling.  The wiring is old and cobbled together.  If anyone tried to tie it back together and run off one meter, the whole house would go up in flames.  Doorways have been walled over to separate the former tenants.  Kitchenettes and tiny bathrooms have been added in every corner.  Hallways have been converted into bedrooms.  The old large home has been so transformed over time that it no longer functions the way it was designed.  It needs to be transformed back to its original form, so it can function as it was originally intended.  

This is the challenge that faces the modern church as it prepares for the latter rains.  If the Body of Christ is to function as God intended it to, centuries of theological remodeling have to be stripped away so the Body can function as it was intended.  After all, it was by intelligent design that our body was wondrously made, each member fitly joined together for the benefit of all.  If we study to show ourselves approved, if we rightly discern the Word of Truth, if we return to God’s blueprint for the form and function of the Body of Christ, then God will have confidence to pour out His Spirit, knowing we are submitted to His will.

It might be asked why God would allow centuries of drought in the Church, rather than having the final harvest in the beginning when everything was dynamic.  As an answer, we should look at the quality of the grain that is produced - the harvested souls.  When circumstances are easy, it is easy to commit to God.  But what value is there to a commitment that is untested?  When life conspires against faith, yet individuals cling to faith, then the relationship with the Father has value and strength.  Through the centuries, the justified, having chosen to live by faith, have been tried and their relationship proven true.  This commitment finds value in the Father’s eyes.  It is a good investment and a good harvest.

It would be fair to ask then, “If stress causes commitment - bringing value to the relationship, what benefit is there in a latter rain?”  This is fair question, but we have to remember there was stress during the early rain as well.  Persecution drove the Believers from Jerusalem and from city to city and into foreign nations, and still the Church grew by leaps and bounds.  The early rains empowered the early Church to be witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the world, (Acts 1:8).  Submission to God in every aspect of our lives and the empowerment in the latter rains, may be the only way the Body of Christ can survive the coming persecution, (Matthew 24:4-14).  But, more importantly than what the latter rains may mean for us, is how the latter rains work together with all things, for the glory of God and the revelation of His kingdom.

Ephesians 5:25-27  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, so that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.  NASB

The process of restoring the Body of Christ to its original form and function in preparation to receive and utilize the latter rains, also prepares the Body of Christ for the Bridegroom.  The much larger picture than how the latter rains will affect us, is: how all of this prepares a people to honor and glorify our God and Savior?  The Body of Christ is to be presented to Christ without spot or wrinkle, holy and blameless.  THAT is a worthy motivation for restoring the Body of Christ.  Jesus Christ alone deserves the reward of His suffering - our yielded lives.  He alone is worthy of every breath we take, every effort we make.  We must prepare ourselves for the return of the King.

Yet, we are incapable of overcoming our humanity.  But God’s grace at work within us is sufficient in all things.  While we cannot purify ourselves for presentation before the Groom, we must acknowledge and yield ourselves to God’s will, so we may become presentable by God’s work in us.

Restoring Servant-hood Within the Body of Christ

The struggle for us in restoring servant-hood in the Body of Christ is to cut through the accumulated religious traditions of men, the application of worldly ideals to spiritual matters, and accurately apply the Word of Truth - after two thousand years of deterioration.  It is easy to find God’s instructions for the Body of Christ in Scripture.  But it is difficult to shake off the religious traditions handed down to us.  Jesus addressed the difficulty faced by religious people in following their religious traditions rather than God’s instructions.

Mark 7:8-9  “Neglecting the commandment of God, you hold to the tradition of men.”  He was also saying to them,  “You are experts at setting aside the commandment of God in order to keep your tradition.”  NASB
Human nature hasn’t changed at all since Jesus spoke these words.  While Israel was God’s chosen people, their religion had deteriorated over time and now existed primarily for their religion’s sake.  They no longer served God through their religion, but served their own needs, (part of which was feeling good about themselves because they were “religious”).  As a religious institution, they had set aside serving God with their devotions, and served themselves through the religion itself.  This is only natural.  It is a mirror of human nature.

When human nature isn’t crucified, it expresses itself in every aspect of “religion”, just as it freely expresses itself in the world.  The most destructive worldly human influence within the church has been the substitution of godly servant-hood with the concept of “Leadership”.  This sounds strange to most Believers, because we view “Leadership” as a good thing, and “servitude” as a form of bondage, and it is.  The reality of it is, “Leadership” is necessary in the world.  Without it, there would be anarchy.  Those who dwell in the darkness of this world don’t heed the leading of God’s Spirit.  Because they don’t listen to, or obey God, they require some sort of “Leadership” to give them direction.  However, God intended for Believers to be lead by His Spirit.

Romans 8:14  For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God.  NASB

God, by intelligent design of the New Covenant, ordained His children to have a direct connection to Himself and receive leadership from His Spirit.  But, our un-crucified human nature gets in the way.  Most church-goers don’t want to take the time to develop a living relationship with the Father.  It is far easier to follow the leading of a man, (and not near as intrusive in our personal lives).  This isn’t anything new.  In the Old Testament, God faced the same problems with those who would be called by His Name.

Jeremiah 5:31  The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests rule on their own authority; and My people love it so!  But what will you do at the end of it?  NASB

The prophets said religious sounding things and that was OK with God’s people.  The preachers ruled God’s people with their own assumed authority, (authority to do what?), and all of this was acceptable to God’s people.  Not only was it OK, but they preferred it that way.  When service to God is reduced to a religious exercise, religious people can make their appearance at church and resume their regular worldly lives, feeling good about themselves.  When religious people don’t have to answer directly to God, they can do whatever they want with the rest of their lives.  But look again at what God’s Word says:

Romans 8:14  For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God.  NASB
2 Timothy 3:16-17  All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God my be adequate, equipped for every good work.  NASB
All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, reproof, correction, for training in righteousness; so the child of God can be adequately equipped for every good work.  The Scriptures don’t say everyone who is lead by a “Spiritual Leader” is a child of God.  But because of centuries of worldly religious doctrine, these are the very types of people who fill up most congregations.  Preachers wring their hands and lament the immature nature of their congregations and the lack of zeal and inspiration from God.  Yet, these same men, many of them quite sincere, have no concept they are to blame.  They have usurped the Spirit’s mantle of leadership in Believer’s lives and taken it on themselves.  This is not how God intended the Body of Christ to function.  While men are capable of leading others to a saving understanding of redemption with God through Jesus, men are not capable of replacing the Holy Spirit as the “still small voice” within each Believer.

We have a whole religious tradition handed down from the religious people before us, replacing Godly servitude with “Spiritual Leadership”.  This “rewiring”, effectively short-circuits the Body of Christ and attempts to run the spiritual neural-net through humans rather than God’s Spirit.  It isn’t just semantics, likening the congregation to the Body of Christ.  It is by the intelligent design of our Father, who ordered and set everything in its proper place for its proper function.   God intended the Body of Christ to function symbiotically with one another, with Christ as the head doing the leading.

Ephesians 4:14-16  As a result, we are no longer to be children tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.  NASB

This passage is loaded with Truth that can impact our understanding of God’s marvelously designed Body, the Church.  First, by speaking the truth in love, Believers are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ.  “Christ” is the Greek word for the Hebrew word “Messiah”, and both of them mean “The Anointed of God”.  This specifically refers to how the Holy Spirit anoints servants of God for specific purposes.  God’s Holy Spirit anointed kings, prophets and judges in the Old Testament.  God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit after He was baptized by John in the River Jordan, (Matthew 3:16-17).  After His resurrection, Jesus told His followers they would be baptized with the Holy Spirit after His departure, (Acts 1:4-5).  The disciples received the baptism on the Day of Pentecost, (Acts 2:1-4).  After receiving the Holy Spirit, Believers became known as the Body of Christ, (1 Corinthians 12:27, Ephesians 4:12, Colossians 1:24).  Collectively, Believers are the repository - the body of God’s anointing - the Christ.  God’s Holy Spirit resides on the congregation of Believers.  As such, God’s Holy Spirit is to be the “head”, from which the whole body is joined together.  The body receives its instructions from the head.

Receiving our instructions from the Holy Spirit, the whole body is to be organized into its proper function, held together and nourished by what every part supplies to the whole, according to the proper working of each individual.  This results in the growth of the body as it builds itself up in love for one another.  However, when the Body is taught to receive its leadership from men, rather than the Holy Spirit, the Body can no longer operate in a healthy manner, building itself up in love.  It is stunted and limited by what a human “Leader” can supply.

Jesus called His servants into roles of servitude within the Body of Christ to build it up, not to act as “Christ” to the Body and lead it.

Ephesians 4:  11-12  And He, (Jesus), gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teacher, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the Body of Christ;  NASB

God’s intelligent design for His Body was for His servants to be given to the Body as assets, to be expended in the equipping of the saints, so the saints could perform works of godly service, and together build up the Body of Christ.  Jesus Himself modeled this pattern of self-sacrificing servitude in pouring Himself out on the cross, so we could be fully equipped to perform works of godly service and build up the Body of Christ.

If the Body of Christ is to be restored to the form and function for which God designed it, and fully utilize the latter rains of the Spirit, then the damaging religious doctrine that replaces servitude with the worldly concept of “Leadership” must be dealt with.  Not only dealt with, but destroyed.  Un-crucified human nature so strongly clings to the desire to be considered important, it is impossible to separate the fallen, worldly concept of “Leadership” from the Body of Christ.

Matthew 19:26  And looking at them Jesus said to them, “With people this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”  NASB

Only empowered by the Word and Truth, will anyone relinquish their “Leadership” role in the Body of Christ.  It will demand abject humility, crucifixion of self, and a total reliance on, and trust in, the veracity of God’s Word.  With that in mind, I offer up this passage from Scripture as a prayer for the hearts of all Believers; that we may truly see and be inspired by the Truth of God’s Word and His intentionallity in the form and function of the Body of Christ.

Romans 12:1-5  Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.  For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.  For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.  NASB

To restore servitude within the Body of Christ, bringing us back into God’s intelligent design for our function, we will look to the model of servitude, Jesus.  Once restored, the Body of Christ will be prepared and empowered by God.  Let’s take a look at what Jesus had to say about servitude versus leadership.

Servant-hood vs. Leadership

Un-crucified human nature always exalts itself.  The natural tendency of all humanity is to do what pleases each individual.  For the more outgoing, dominant, and confident souls, the natural tendency is to exhibit “Leadership” in some capacity.  For the more passive person, dedication to self-interest is expressed by choosing “Leaders” who best enable the individual to satisfy their own desires.  In most cases, individuals exhibiting “Leadership” qualities will find a few followers willing to submit, who’s own self-interests line up with the goals of the “Leader”.  Jesus came along and turned this aspect of human nature on its head by relinquishing all authority and becoming a servant to humanity.

Philippians 2:3-7  Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interest, but also for the interests of others.  Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  NASB
The Scriptures are not empty rhetoric.  The “religious” mind wants to diminish the Scriptural term, “bond-servant”, and make it comparatively symbolic of what Jesus enjoyed in the presence of the Father versus being made in the likeness of men.  But the spiritual reality is; Jesus became made in the likeness of a man, (and was bound by His submission to His Father), to pour out His life in the service of humanity.  We often have a “religious” mindset that Jesus was some great figure of authority imposing God’s message wherever He went.  Nothing could be farther from the Truth.

Matthew 11:29  “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”  NASB

Jesus was gentle and humble in heart.

Hebrews 2:9  But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone.  NASB

Though Jesus shared glory with God before time began, He became, for a little while, lower than the angles so He could experience death for everyone.

Isaiah 53:2b-3  …He has no stately form or majesty that we should look upon Him, nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him.  He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like one from whom men hid their face.  He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.  NASB

Jesus had no stately bearing, no air of majesty, that we would notice Him.  In fact, rather than being respected and honored for His ministry, Jesus was despised and forsaken of men.  In the end, even those who supported Him abandoned Him.  He was despised and the world didn’t value His existence.  This was the reality of Jesus’ earthly life.  We read about the miracles, signs, and wonders of His ministry, and we assume He wielded great authority to accomplish these things.  Again, nothing could be further from the Truth of Scripture.

John 5:19  Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does, in like manner.”  NASB

John 5:30  “I can do nothing on My own initiative.  As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, because I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.”  NASB
By Jesus’ own account, He chose to exercise no power of His own.  Yes, He was the Son of God.  He could have prayed and His Father would have sent over 6,200 angels to His aid, (Matthew 26:53).  But, Jesus chose not to exercise any authority to do anything apart from what He was specifically instructed to do from the Father.  To find out what His Father wanted Him to do, Jesus regularly prayed, fasted, read Scripture and sought His Father’s will.  As a result, Jesus was submitted to His Father’s will and the Spirit of God was expressed in power through Jesus’ Messianic Ministry.  It was in these workings of power by the Holy Spirit that God showed His approval for Jesus’ earthly ministry.

Acts 2:22  “Men of Israel, listen to these words:  Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know –“ NASB
God attested to Jesus’ ministry with miracles, wonders, and signs, which God performed through Jesus.  Jesus didn’t perform these acts of power.  It was the Spirit of God working through Jesus’ obedience.  What was the test by which God judged Jesus’ obedience?

Philippians 2:8  Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  NASB

Ultimately, it was Jesus’ obedience to His death on the cross that was the bar by which God evaluated Jesus’ ministry.  However, Jesus wasn’t only obedient at the cross, but His whole life was crucified, forsaken, given up, so He could do the will of His Father.  He was the lamb that was slain from the foundation of the world, (Revelations 13:8).  In His heart, Jesus was already obedient to the cross.  This is what the Father expects of us also, relayed to us through Jesus’ own testimony.

Luke 9:23  And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.”  NASB

This crucifying of our own lives; forsaking ourselves in service to humanity, our willingness to be poured out, expended in service to our fellow men as an offering to God; the willingness to become bond-servants to mankind in Jesus’ place of ministry, is God’s standard for us.  To the extent we humble ourselves, crucify ourselves, and yield our lives to God’s will, God will show His approval of our obedience in signs and wonders and acts of power by the Holy Spirit.

Jesus’ servitude was the key to His powerful ministry.  This is why it is essential in restoring the Body of Christ that God’s servants lay down the Holy Spirit’s mantle of “Leadership”, and resume their rightful, and honorable, role of servants to the Body of Christ and humanity.  As long as mere men presume to “Lead” the Body of Christ in the Holy Spirit’s stead, the Holy Spirit cannot express Himself in the power of the latter rains according to God’s will.  In all things, God’s servants must exhibit the same submission to God, (expressed by Jesus, [John 5:19, John 5:30]), to allow God’s will to be manifest by the Holy Spirit in power.

Philippians 2:5  Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,  NASB

We are called to share Jesus’ heart of servant-hood.  Even at that, God did not ordain that servants of God should have any authority or power in and of themselves.  Is a servant above his master, (Matthew 10:24)?  Jesus didn’t exercise authority to do anything other than what He saw the Father do.  Therefore, God has not given His servants authority He withheld from His Son.  No, God has ordained His Holy Spirit would be manifest throughout the Body of Christ as the Spirit wills, not according to the manipulations of mere men.

1 Corinthians 12:11  But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.  NASB

Ephesians 4:15-16  …but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.  NASB

By intelligent design, God ordered the Body in such a fashion as to restrict the human tendency to exalt oneself above other members of the Body.  The power of the Holy Spirit is distributed throughout the Body to individuals according to the Holy Spirit’s will, not men’s.  Christ, the anointing, has been given as the Head to the Body.  Drawing from the leading and purpose of our Head, the whole Body is fitted and held together.  The Holy Spirit orchestrates the needs and abilities of each individual into a symbiotic working relationship.  God’s intelligent design of the Body of Christ causes the growth of the Body so that we build one another up in our mutual love, (which God has shed abroad in our hearts, [Romans 5:5]).  Within the Body, God has presented specific individuals who’s purpose is to expend themselves in preparing and equipping the Body to carry on the ministry started by Jesus.

Ephesians 4:11-12  And he gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the Body of Christ;  NASB

The religious mind takes Scripture and imposes worldly principals in the interpretation.  The religious mind reads this passage and constructs a hierarchy of authority for ruling and controlling the Body of Christ.  Again, nothing could be further from the Truth.  These ministry gifts were given to, presented to, committed to, the Body of Christ for the Body, not over the Body.  And what is God’s intention in having Jesus put these individuals at the service of the Body?  That they would expend themselves, even as Jesus expended Himself, in equipping the saints for the work of service, in building up the Body of Christ.

To illustrate God’s intention for apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers, take a look at how the original apostles served the Body.  In Acts, chapter six, one of the ways the Body of Christ took care of one another, was to consolidate their resources to feed the widows among them.  The apostles were involved in this ministry but the workload had resulted in some of the non-Jewish widows complaining they were being overlooked.  The apostles needed a solution.

Acts 6:2-5a  So the twelve summoned the congregation of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable for us to neglect the word of God in order to serve tables.  Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task.  But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.  The statement found approval with the whole congregation;”  NASB

Notice first the humility of the apostles’ hearts.  They didn’t have a problem serving God by working as waiters among the widows.  It just wasn’t profitable for the Body of Christ for the apostles to do so.  And again, take notice of their solution.  They did not exercise authority over the Congregation.  Instead, they offered a plan for the approval of the Body.  When a solution was decided on by the Congregation, the apostles ordained the Congregation choose from among them who they wanted to carry on the ministry among them.  And so, the first deacons of the young Church were chosen from among the Congregation, by the Congregation.  This was orchestrated by the leading of the Holy Spirit, not the “Leading” of the apostles.  This is the first specific example of the symbiotic relationship God intends for the Body of Christ.

As a result of allowing the Holy Spirit to lead the Congregation, we see God’s results in the fruits.  The Word continued to spread and disciples increased greatly in Jerusalem.  One of the first deacons, Stephen, performed great wonders and signs among the people, (Acts 6:8).  He was so successful in preaching the Truth, he was allowed to be the first martyr for Christ’s sake, (Acts 7:54-59).  Another of the first deacons, Philip, went on became an evangelist, (Acts 21:8).  And, after being lead by the Holy Spirit to preach to a eunuch in a chariot, Philip was whisked away by the power of God to preach in Azotus, (Acts 8:26-40).  These are the results of rightly dividing the Word of Truth and allowing the Holy Spirit to lead the Body of Christ.

God intentionally set His servants within the Body of Christ as servants, laboring on behalf of God’s people.  These servants were placed not as rulers over the Body, but as servants responsible for the welfare of the Body.  This intelligent design for the operation of the Body of Christ was further illustrated in the life of the apostle Paul.  As we read this next passage of Scripture, we must guard against glossing over it with a religious mindset.  It is far too easy to read the Word, but limit our understanding by the religious traditions we filter it through.  Paul isn’t spouting empty rhetoric, he is making a spiritual point.

Paul had a revelation of God’s purpose for him, and he counted all things a loss, crucifying himself to be found living in Christ, (Philippians 3:7-20).  After abandoning all things to attain Christ, Paul was free to serve God and the Body of Christ without pride or selfish ambition.  He may have struggled with both at times, but it wasn’t what motivated him.  Paul stripped himself of everything that could compromise his service to his God.  He wasn’t hindered by the need to make a living preaching, hoping people would like his message and give him money.  Paul wasn’t concerned about supporting a ministerial network or building a reputation for himself.  Paul was truly free to preach the Gospel without selfish motivations.  Listen to the results.

1 Corinthians 4:9-19  For, I think, God has exhibited us apostles last of all, as men condemned to death; because we have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men.  We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are prudent in Christ; we are weak, but you are strong; you are distinguished, but we are without honor.

To this present hour we are both hungry and thirsty, and are poorly clothed, and are roughly treated, and are homeless; and we toil, working with our own hands; when we are reviled, we bless, when we are persecuted, we endure; when we are slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become as the scum of the world, the dregs of all things, even until now.

I do not write these things to shame you, but to admonish you as my beloved children.  For if you were to have countless tutors in Christ, yet you would not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel.  Therefore I exhort you, be imitators of me.  For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, and he will remind you of my ways which are in Christ, just as I teach everywhere in every church.

Now some have become arrogant, as though I were not coming to you.  But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I shall find out, not the words of those who are arrogant but their power.  NASB

Paul does not describe his position of ministry as anything most Believers would recognize today, or desire to emulate.  He considers apostles the least of all.  Foolish and weak, without honor, they serve the Body in hunger and thirst, poorly clothed and ill-treated.  They are homeless and do manual labor to support themselves.  And still, they endure all manner of abuse with a godly response.  The religious mindset wants to dismiss Paul’s account of the hardships of serving God as a “Paul thing”.  Something that was peculiar to Paul because of the way he was.  This is tempting because it relieves us of any Scriptural responsibility to apply these same standards to our own comfortable, self-centered lives.

There are several problems with dismissing Paul’s godly service as unique to Paul alone.  First, Paul’s state of service is very similar to Isaiah’s account of Jesus’ situation.

Isaiah 53:2b-3  …He has no stately form or majesty that we should look upon Him, nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him.  He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like one from whom men hid their face.  He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.  NASB
Second, Jesus Himself described His own ministerial life as one without physical comforts.  Jesus says he was basically homeless.  It wasn’t that Jesus couldn’t have a home, it just wasn’t important to Him compared to doing the work of His Father.

Luke9:57-62  As they were going along the road, someone said to Him, “I will follow You wherever You go.”  And Jesus said to him, “The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”

And He said to another, “Follow Me.”  But he said, “Lord, permit me first to go and bury my father.”  But He said to him, “Allow the dead to bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim everywhere the kingdom of God.”

Another also said, “I will follow You, Lord; but first permit me to say good-bye to those at home.”  But Jesus said to him, “No one, after putting his hand to the plow and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”  NASB
We see from Jesus’ account, He expected those who followed Him to consider this life as nothing, compared to serving the kingdom of God.  It wasn’t important to have a home compared to God’s service.  Postponing service till one’s family was taken care of, wasn’t important compared to serving God.  Having an attachment to the life one lived, before service to God, was a definite disqualifier for working in God’s kingdom.  We gloss over these things because it makes us uncomfortable about our level of commitment to God’s work.  But, All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness.  (2 Timothy 3:16  NASB)  Paul’s attitude towards serving God mimicked Jesus’ pattern for service.  Paul admonishes us, “Therefore I exhort you, be imitators of me.” (1 Corinthians 4:16)  If that weren’t enough, Jesus said, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.”  (Luke 9:23  NASB)  How can we deny God’s call to servant-hood?

Paul constantly battled supposed servants of God who preached the Word of God for a paycheck and exercised authority over God’s people.  This account of Paul’s life as a servant is taken from the context of the hidden motivations of the heart, (1 Corinthians 4:5).  After establishing his selfless motives, born out by the hardships he endured to bring them the Gospel, Paul addresses the arrogance of some individuals in his absence.

1 Corinthians 4:18-20  Now some have become arrogant, as though I were not coming to you.  But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I shall find out, not the words of those who are arrogant but their power.  For the kingdom of God does not consist in words but in power.  NASB

Talk is cheep, but the kingdom of God is expressed in power.  The modern Body of Christ exists in powerlessness, specifically because of the arrogance handed down in the worldly religious traditions of men.  Religious arrogance justifies its powerlessness by mocking the Word of God.  The standard response to the powerlessness and ineffectuality of the church is, “God’s displays of power were only for the twelve apostles.”  To this the Scriptures reply:

Hebrews 13:8  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.  NASB

Jesus hasn’t changed!

James 1:17  Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.  NASB

God hasn’t changed!

Acts 10:34  Opening his mouth, Peter said; “I most certainly understand now that God is not one to show partiality,”  NASB

God didn’t love or treat the early Church any differently than He loves us!

Romans 3:3-4  What then?  If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God, will it?  May it never be!  Rather, let God be found true, though every man be found a liar,  NASB

The Word of God remains true, and everyone who disagrees with God is shown to be a liar.  That is what Scriptures have to say.

The Body of Christ has exchanged godly servant-hood for the worldly, self-centered, carnal, anti-Christ notion that men are qualified to “Lead” the Body of Christ in the Holy Spirit’s place.  This is what has changed.  This is what stands between Believers and God’s approval, poured out in miracles, signs, wonders and the working of the Holy Spirit in power.

To restore godly, honorable, and proper servant-hood to the Body of Christ, will restore the proper function and balance of the Body.  When the Body functions properly, God’s power is no longer short-circuited by the authority and fallibility of mere men, and can flow through the Body for the working of the ministry.  Then, we will be ready for the latter rains.

To restore godly, honorable and proper servant-hood to the Body, we must begin with the teachings of Jesus and the apostles.  We must strip away all the worldly religious dogma that has built up over the centuries.   Let’s get back to the basics and take a look at what Jesus has to say about servant-hood versus leadership.

Jesus’ Teachings on Servant-hood in the Body of Christ

Luke 22:24-27  And there arose also a dispute among them as to which one of them was regarded to be greatest.  And He said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who have authority over them are called Benefactors.  But it is not this way with you, but the one who is the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like the servant.  For who is greater, the one who reclines at the table or the one who serves?  Is it not the one who reclines at the table?  But I am among you as the one who serves.”  NASB

There has always been a desire in the carnal heart of humanity to be regarded as the greatest.  This does not end with our association with Christ.  Instead, fallen human nature at work within individuals, wants to be regarded as the greatest within the Body of Christ.  Jesus faced this problem with His disciples.  It is still a problem for our Father with His children today.  Unless we crucify our carnal desires, Believers still exercise their fallen human nature.  We must renew our minds to the word of God and no longer follow our evil desires to be regarded above our brothers and sisters in Christ.

In this passage, the phrase “lord it over them”, comes from the Greek word “kurieuo”, meaning, “to rule”.  To rule means to govern over, exercise authority over, provide leadership.  That is how it is done among the unbelievers, and these rulers are called benefactors.  In other words, it is considered “beneficial” that a people would have a lord to ruler over them and provide leadership.  Many people think it is beneficial to have this type of governing for the Body of Christ, but Jesus turns this worldly concept on its head.

Jesus tells his disciples to be of greatest value among the Congregation, (which you would think would be a good thing), you have to be as one who has the least seniority – subject to everyone above you.  To lead, one must become as a servant, not giving orders but filling the needs of others.  Then, Jesus uses Himself as their example as one who serves.  If you look at the ministry of Jesus, He didn’t control His followers, He simply spoke the Truth in love, and God showed His approval for Jesus’ ministry with expressions of power.

Mark 10:42-45  Calling them to Himself, Jesus said to them, “You know that those who are recognized as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them; and their great men exercise authority over them.  But it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant; and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all.  For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”  NASB

We see Jesus’ servant’s heart, willingly laying down His life; not the heart of a “Leader” giving orders.  While Jesus was willing to sacrifice His life as a ransom for the world, He remains unwilling to force anyone to follow Him or receive salvation.  This was the life Jesus patterned, and the life Jesus tells His followers they must embrace if they desire to follow Him.

Jesus never forced or coerced His disciples.  Rather, He spoke the truth in love, and allowed them to believe what He said, or depart.  Jesus repeatedly drove individuals and throngs away with His words.  He angered and incited to riot crowds who had come to listen.  (Mark 10:21-22, Mark 12:12, John 2:15, John 6:60 & 66, John 7:30)  He called the religious “Leaders” serpents and generation of vipers. (Matthew 23:33)  When Peter objected to Jesus being crucified, Jesus rebuked Peter to his face, ascribing to Peter the motivations of Satan himself, (Mark 8:33).  Remember, Jesus said and did these things in love, because Jesus is “Love” incarnate.  I am quite sure it hurt Peter’s feelings when Jesus rebuked him as Satan.  I’m also sure those who were called “serpents and generation of vipers” did not receive Jesus’ words as words of love.  But it was necessary they understood their actions.  They considered themselves to be servants and administrators of God.  They ascribed to themselves the work and the will of God.  All the while they persecuted God’s prophets, even John the Baptist, and eventually crucified the Lord of Glory, Jesus Himself.  Yet, if Jesus didn’t tell them the truth, they would have no opportunity to understand their error and repent.  Without repentance, forgiveness is not sought and error continues unrecognized, unchallenged and unchanged.

But it was change Jesus intended.  Jesus taught a heart-view of service among His disciples that was diametrically opposed to the worldly practice of “Leadership”.  The un-renewed mind, or one who hasn’t been exposed to the fullness of Scriptures, will struggle with this concept.  The universal response of Believers, when they are told today that God requires servant-hood within the Body of Christ and not “Leadership” is, “Well there has to be leadership in the church!  Somebody has to be in charge to run things!”  This is a natural response.  It is the response of the natural, un-crucified, worldly, understanding of humans; uninformed and unchanged by the Word of God.  Jesus didn’t lay down an operating structure for His followers to live by that He didn’t live by Himself.

While Jesus told His followers they were to be servants and slaves, and not “Leaders”, He did not say there should be no leadership in their lives or leadership among the Body of Believers.  Even as Jesus explained to everyone they should all be servants of one another, He also explained how, and from where, they should receive leadership in their lives and within the Congregation of the Faithful.  Jesus explains it to us in His own words.  Let’s take a look.

Jesus’ Teachings on Leadership in the Body of Christ

Jesus got very specific with His disciples.  He addressed the dangers of accepting for ourselves labels of “Leadership” that exalt us above our brothers and sisters and bestowing labels of “Leadership” on others, exalting them as well.  It is this unholy practice of labeling that begins the process of eroding the servant’s heart.  Once a servant of God accepts a “Leadership” label for themselves, they begin to think of themselves more highly than they ought to think.  The servant begins to attribute a spiritual value to their decisions and actions not shared by those who are not “Spiritual Leaders”.  This corrosive self-image eats away at the servant’s heart, inspiring greater and greater thoughts of self-importance.  Eventually, the servant forgets Jesus’ teaching of servant-hood, and ascribes to themselves godly wisdom and “Leadership” by virtue of their title or station.  Having exalted themselves in their own eyes, everyone else’s legitimacy is devalued compared to their own.  Because of this inflated self-image, it is impossible for such a servant to rightly understand the will of God.

Romans 12:1-5  Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.  For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.  For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.  NASB

We are first instructed to present our bodies a living and holy sacrifice.  This is acceptable to God.  It is our spiritual duty and our way to worship and glorify our Father.  God only receives glory from our lives when we are yielded to His will and crucified to ourselves.  When we are exalted, our pride is a shame to our Father and hinders our service to Him. 

We are told NOT to be conformed to this world and its operating structure, but to be transformed by the renewing of our minds.  How does one break free from conformity to this world’s “Leadership” structure and become transformed through renewing our minds to the spiritual principal of servant-hood?  With men, it is impossible, but with God, all things are possible.

Ephesians 5:25-27  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.  NASB

Christ will sanctify (that is, set apart for Himself) the church, by cleansing the Body of Christ (the Bride) with the Word.  In the same way, we must be transformed from carnality and our minds renewed by the Word.  Religious traditions cannot be given more legitimacy than the Word of God.  To choose to operate under the world’s system of “Leadership”, rather than submit to God’s system of servant-hood, confirms the Truth of the Word.  Conformity to the world robs God’s people of sound judgment.  Unless we escape conformity to the world and its operating structures, being transformed by the Word, we cannot rightly discern God’s will.  We cannot know those things that God esteems good, acceptable, and perfect.

This speaks directly to the worldly practice of exercising “Leadership” within the Body of Christ rather than servant-hood.  Because the church has adopted the worldly “Leadership” model for controlling the Body of Christ, servants have been conformed to the world’s operating structure and indoctrinated to think more highly of themselves than they aught.  It is taught, and assumed, within the Body of Christ, that the “Spiritual Leaders” know God better than anyone else and make godly decisions everyone else isn’t mature enough to make.  Nothing could be further from the Truth.  We need to look to the words of Jesus and rely on God’s Spirit within us to rightly divide the word of Truth.

Matthew 23:8-12  “But do not be called Rabbi; for One is your Teacher, and you are all brothers.  Do not call anyone on earth your father, for One is your Father, He who is in heaven.  Do not be called leaders; for One is your Leader, that is, Christ.  But the greatest among you shall be your servant.  Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted.  NASB

Here, Jesus tells us not to take for ourselves the mantle or authority of “Rabbi” (Master) or “Teacher”, because we are all brothers and sisters in the Lord.  We should all fulfill the role of teaching at some point in our spiritual lives, (Hebrews 5:12), but Jesus is speaking to the heart’s attitude that is inclined to exalt itself to a position above others.  If, with a humble heart, God’s servant serves his brothers and sisters by enlightening, inspiring, and equipping them for works of service, he has operated in the role of teacher properly.  However, if a servant of God forgets his job is to serve, and instead thinks of himself as a teacher (and everyone else as students) that prideful heart attitude has caused the servant to think more highly of himself than he has any right to think.

Rather, Jesus is our example, and should hold the position of Master and Teacher in the lives of each individual Believer.  Yet, Jesus is humble and meek in spirit.  He will not ascribe to himself these titles, even though in John 13:5-17, He admits to His disciples they are right in calling him so.  We are told here not to use Jesus’ mantle and authority of Master and Teacher for ourselves and exalt ourselves from within our rightful place among our brothers and sisters.

Jesus warns us not to ascribe to anyone the role and authority of “Father”.  This title is reserved for our Heavenly Father alone.  We degrade and offend our Heavenly Father by bestowing His title within the Church on unworthy men.  We exalt unworthy men to the elevation of our Heavenly Father when we label anyone with the authority of our true Father.  We leave ourselves exposed and vulnerable to unworthy individuals who do not have the wisdom nor the love, to care for us as our Father in Heaven does.  Any human who desires to be called “Father” by the body of Christ exalts their self above the throne of God.

However, there is a difference between putting someone in the authoritative role of “Father”, and using “father” descriptively to illustrate a relationship.  We all have earthly fathers who were responsible for us coming into this world.  It is perfectly right to call them father and honor and obey them.  We may also have an individual who was instrumental in leading us to spiritual life and ushering us into the Kingdom of God.  It is also Biblical to refer to this relationship descriptively in a “father/spiritual offspring” way.  Here is a perfect example of that principal from Scripture.

1 Thessalonians 2:10-12  You are witnesses, and so is God, how devoutly and uprightly and blamelessly we behaved towards you Believers; just as you know how we were exhorting and encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father would his own children, so that you would walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.  NASB

This is descriptive of a loving, nurturing, relationship that exists symbiotically within the Body of Christ.  It is not an authoritative office, title, or position of power within the Body used to control or delegate.  Jesus expressly condemned the practice of using our Heavenly Father’s title of authority within the Congregation of the Redeemed.

In Matthew 23:8-12, Jesus tells us not to label anyone “Leader” or “Guide”, for one alone is our Leader, that is the Spirit of the Christ, the Holy Spirit.  The Greek word “Christ” and the Hebrew word “Messiah” mean the same thing, “the anointed”.  Jesus was born the Son of God, conceived by the Holy Spirit, and called “Emmanuel” – “God with us”.  When Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist, the Spirit of God descended on Him in the form of a dove.  He became Jesus, the “Messiah”, the “Christ”, the one anointed by the Holy Spirit of God.  After the anointing of the Holy Spirit, Jesus entered into His Messianic ministry.  It is important we understand the significance of the three aspects of The Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Each has a specific function within Creation.  If we don’t have a firm grasp on their functions, it is easy to become confused about what is happening.

While Jesus, the Son of God, was called Emanuel, “God with us”, Jesus was not the “Father”.  The Father was and is enthroned in Heaven, both then and now.  Yet Jesus said, anyone who had seen Himself had seen the Father, (John 14:9).  In the same way, while Jesus was born of the Holy Spirit, Jesus wasn’t, and isn’t, the Holy Spirit.  Jesus wasn’t born the Christ (meaning “the anointed”) Jesus was born Emanuel (God with us).  Jesus didn’t become “the Christ”, till after John baptized Jesus in the Jordan River and God sent His Holy Spirit to dwell in His Son, (Matthew 3:13-17).   At this point, Jesus was anointed by the Holy Spirit (now becoming Jesus Christ, “Jesus the anointed one”) and entered into his Messianic Ministry.  God showed His approval of Jesus’ Messianic Ministry by the Holy Spirit displaying signs and wonders and miracles and power.

At the end of His ministry, Jesus was crucified for our sins and rose from among the dead, so we could be raised to new life in Christ as well.  But the Holy Spirit wouldn’t always dwell exclusively in Jesus.  While the Holy Spirit had been the power exhibited in Jesus’ ministry, Jesus wasn’t going to need that power as He sat at the right hand of the Father.  Since Jesus told the Body of Christ to continue His ministry, (Mark 16:15-18, John 14:12), we were going to need the power and guidance of the Holy Spirit.

After He rose from among the dead, Jesus spent time ministering to the Believers, preparing them to take over God’s works of service in spreading the Gospel.  Jesus told His followers He would send the “Comforter” who would guide them in all things.  In several passages in the Gospel of John, Jesus explains this to those who would follow after Him and be called by His name.

John 14:26  “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.”  NASB

John 15:26-27  “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me, and you will testify also, because you have been with Me from the beginning.”  NASB

John 16:7 “But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.”  NASB

Jesus was talking about the Holy Spirit, who had anointed Jesus making Him the “Christ”, the “anointed one”.  That same anointing was to be sent to dwell within the Believers.  Collectively, those who received the Holy Spirit would become, the Body of Christ, (1 Corinthians 12:27, Ephesians 4:12), literally, “the housing of the anointing”.

This anointing Jesus spoke of was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit descended upon the Believers and appeared as tongues of flame above their heads, (Acts 2:3).  Now, Believers are called “The Body of Christ”, because the Spirit of Christ dwells in us.  Now, we are the embodiment of Christ.  This Spirit of Christ, is the same “Christ” Jesus spoke of in Matthew 23, when He told us not to call anyone “Leader” or “Guide” because the Spirit of Christ, given by Jesus, is to dwell in us and be leader and guide to each of us.

Ephesians 4:15  but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ,  NASB

Colossians 2:8-10  See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.  For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority;  NASB

These two Scriptures, and many others, speak of the role of the Spirit of Christ to each individual Believer.  We are to be guided and instructed by the Holy Spirit within us.  Each of us, individually, and all of us collectively, are to be lead by that still small voice that dwells within each Believer.  When any person exalts themselves to the position of “Leadership” within the Body of Christ, the result is to encourage Believers to follow their leading rather than the Spirit of Christ that indwells each of us.

Jesus taught that leadership within the Body of Christ was the job of the Holy Spirit alone, and no person should be called “Leader” or “Guide”.

Matthew 23:8-12  “But do not be called Rabbi; for One is your Teacher, and you are all brothers.  Do not call anyone on earth your father, for One is your Father, He who is in heaven.  Do not be called leaders; for One is your Leader, that is, Christ.  But the greatest among you shall be your servant.  Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted.  NASB

Jesus went on to reiterate what He had told the disciples before; the one with the most value among them was the one who was servant of all.  Jesus then adds the gentle warning that those who exalt themselves will be humbled, but the humble will be exalted.  In the Body of Christ today, those who exalt themselves become superstars in the “Christian” world.  They pull in millions of dollars, write books, charge for speaking engagements, own jets, and receive the accolades of the “Church”.  Those who are humble, toil among their brothers and sisters, quietly meeting needs and being Christ in their sphere of influence.  This does not make Jesus a liar though.  I am sure those who are exalted in this life will be humbled when they are in the presence of our Heavenly Father.  I am also quite sure, those who have expended themselves in this life; building up, equipping, and considering the needs of the Body of Christ above their own selves, will be honored and exalted in the presence of our Heavenly Father.

But it’s like Believers think this life is the reason for “Life”, and posses little concept of the eternity that stretches out for all time beyond the brief span of this earthly existence.  Even with the very plain talk of Jesus, Believers think about the here-and-now, and justify the desire for human “Leadership” by pulling examples of “Leadership” from the Scriptures.  To make it sound more spiritual, terms like “Servant Leader” and “Spiritual Leader” are used.  “Servant Leader” is an oxymoron, combining two opposite terms never used together in Scripture.  “Spiritual Leader” is a direct grab at the authority of the Holy Spirit in the lives of Believers, and an affront to the Deity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

Any “Leadership” wielded by Believers in Scripture, (including the supposed “Leadership” of Jesus Himself), is within the context of leading by example.  Leading by example is the only True and Scriptural “Leadership” authorized by God among the Body of Christ.  

1 Corinthians 11:1  Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.  NASB

1 Peter 5:1-6  Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God, and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock.  And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.  You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders, and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.  NASB

1 Corinthians 4:16  Therefore I exhort you, be imitators of me.  NASB

1 Timothy 4:12  Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe.  NASB

Philippians 3:17  Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us.  NASB

1 Peter 2:21  For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an exampled for you to follow in His steps,  NASB

We are instructed to follow the example and follow in the steps of Jesus.  We are instructed to be imitators of those who imitate His example.  We are told NOT to be “Leaders”, but to humble ourselves and emulate Christ’s example of servitude, even to the crucifying of our carnal selves.  The only way to restore the Body of Christ to its rightful reflection and glorification of Christ, is to abandon any vestige of worldly “Leadership” among the Faithful, and become once again, a people of service from the greatest to the least.  Then it serves God’s purpose to show His approval of our ministry and pour out His Holy Spirit in power.  The power of God isn’t expended for the glorification of an individual or specific ministry, but the glorification of Himself.  Only then, can the Body of Christ receive the blessings of the latter rain and bring in the abundant harvest of souls, glorifying our Father and the sacrifice of our Savior Jesus.

However, many within the church disagree with abject servitude to the Body as the only Scriptural form of service.  The argument is made that Scripture teaches leadership and authority, and control is given to individuals for the maintenance of the Body of Christ.  Jesus teaches servant-hood.  A house divided against itself cannot stand, (Mark 3:25).  We must study the Word of Truth to judge rightly,   (2 Timothy 2:15).

The Defense of “Leadership” and “Authority”

Almost without exception, those who consider themselves as holding positions of “Leadership” and “Authority” within the Body of Christ, prefer “Leadership” in the Body, rather than Jesus’ teachings of servitude.  Rather than humbly embrace the honorable and liberating station of servant-hood, they begin to pull Scriptures from the Bible to justify their “Office” within the Body.  It is a natural response to defend one’s status or livelihood when threatened.  However, individuals who believe they hold special positions within the Body shouldn’t feel threatened.  It isn’t their value to the Body of Christ that is called into question, it is the legitimacy of the operating structure of “Leadership” and “Authority” that is being debunked.

Many individuals enter into the ministry because God has called them for His specific purposes.  It is only after indoctrination by the corrupted system, handed down by the traditions of men, that they loose sight of their real purpose and motivation for service.  There is no shame in putting trust in teachings from people in positions of authority, especially when they promote a higher purpose.  However, everything must be evaluated in the light of all pertinent Scriptures.  Interpretations that do not line up with the teachings of Jesus, the apostles and the over-riding theme of the Bible, must be rejected.  That is not to say Scriptures which apparently contradict the teachings of Jesus must be rejected, but the “interpretation” of those Scriptures must be examined.

To understand how interpretation of Scripture, (as opposed to translation), is affected by the world, we must remember when the Scriptures were first translated into contemporary languages.  Initially, all duplications of the Scriptures were done in contemporary languages.  But then, around 476AD, wealth and power began to be consolidated from around the known world by the Catholic Church.  As wealth and power were accumulated, the Catholic Church had to implement a structure of control within the Catholic Church to maintain their resources.  The ridged structure that developed put all “Leadership” and “Authority” within a power structure that claimed the Catholic Church had the authority of God Himself.  To justify and maintain unquestioned control, the Catholic Church had to claim authority equal to God.

The problem with the Catholic system of authority was the Bible.  Anyone who could read and understand the Bible questioned the legitimacy of Catholic rule.  To maintain control, knowledge of the Bible had to be kept out of the hands of anyone who wasn’t within the Catholic system of power.  Services were held in Latin, a language incomprehensible to common folk, and translation of the Bible into common languages was outlawed.  To translate the Bible into a language understandable by the people was punishable by death.  When the civilized world was deprived of the Word of Truth, the whole world sunk into the period of depravity that has come to be known as the Dark Ages.

Without access to the Truth of Scriptures to enlighten and sustain civilization, human nature was freely expressed.  All manner of wickedness abounded and tenderness all but evaporated from the human heart.  Parents sold their children to strangers for inexpressible uses.  Anyone who challenged Catholic rule was tortured and executed as a heretic.  These were truly dark times in human history.  If not for a glimmer of truth, kept alive and un-squelched, the anti-christ would surely have found his ultimate expression.  But, around 1000AD, enough resistance had formed from those who still had access to the Scriptures, that even the inquisitions were not able to execute true Believers fast enough.  

About 1517, in Germany, Martin Luther spearheaded reformation by posting his “95 Theses” in the common German language.  By 1534 a German language Bible was available to the masses.  For his efforts, the Catholic Church condemned Luther as a heretic, and attempted to have the civil authorities prosecute and executed him.  Around 1600, King James I, of England, abolished the death penalty for translating the Bible into English.  King James I survived three known assassination attempts by the Catholic Church for his role in restoring the Word of God to the people.  With the return of the Word to the Body, whole congregations embraced the Word and began new denominations outside the Catholic Church.  But, the lasting legacy of Catholicism found in almost every Body of Believers around the globe, is the “top-down” power structure that seeks to control the activities and finances of each congregation.  It is human nature.

It is under this accepted worldly operating structure of “Leadership”, that the modern Bible is being translated.  The influence of religious tradition affects the views of the translators and shades the way words are interpreted.  This results in passages of Scripture that seemingly support “Leadership” within the Body of Christ, rather than Jesus’ teachings on servant-hood.  But, rather than assume there is a contradiction, we need to examine the intent of Jesus and when studying the possible meanings of original Greek words, see if they support Jesus’ teachings of servant-hood, or support a worldly “Leadership” role for God’s servants.

Jesus’ view of Himself and how he operated as a servant, parallels how Jesus taught his disciples to view themselves, their position within the Body of Christ, and their interaction with their brothers and sisters.  We have looked at all these Scriptures before.  But as we review them, look again at the heart of Jesus, expressed in the Holy Word.  Don’t gloss over the true meaning because of a religious mindset that interprets Jesus as a “Leader”, made after our own image.  Jesus was truly revolutionary in that His life was devoid of self.  He existed only to obey His Father and serve humanity.  This is His calling for us.

Matthew 11:29  “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”  NASB

Though He was Emanuel (God with Us) He was gentle and possessing of a humble heart.  If we imitate Him, we will find rest for our souls.

John 5:30  “I can do nothing on My own initiative.  As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, because I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.”  NASB
John 5:19  Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does, in like manner.”  NASB
Though Jesus was the Word (John 1:14), and nothing that is created was created without Him (John 1:3), Jesus didn’t consider His own worth, but relied completely on His Father to provide direction and purpose.

Luke 22:24-27  And there arose also a dispute among them as to which one of them was regarded to be greatest.  And He said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who have authority over them are called Benefactors.  But it is not this way with you, but the one who is the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like the servant.  For who is greater, the one who reclines at the table or the one who serves?  Is it not the one who reclines at the table?  But I am among you as the one who serves.”  NASB

This wasn’t empty rhetoric on Jesus part, or simply a staged event for a “teachable moment”.  This was the way Jesus lived His life.  Jesus exhibited no rule or authority over His followers.  He simply served them with the Truth from the Father.  It was the timeless Truth and power, impacting the lives of those around Him, that bound disciples to Jesus.

Philippians 2:3-7  Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interest, but also for the interests of others.  Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  NASB
Jesus emptied Himself of all His Godly glory, and took the form of a bond-servant in the service of humanity.  We are told to do nothing from self-motivation or an inflated estimation of our own personal value.  Instead, we are to serve the interests of others, having Jesus’ servant’s heart.

In this evaluation of Jesus’ life and ministry, we see Jesus wielded no “Leadership” role in the life of His followers, other than as an example for them to follow.  “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.”  (Luke 9:23  NASB).  What authority did Jesus exercise over His followers?  None.  Jesus exercised no authority.  Jesus was only authorized to say and do the things He heard and saw the Father doing.  If the disciples didn’t like what they heard and saw Jesus do, they were free to depart, and in the end, they all did.  Is any servant of God more entitled to wield leadership and authority within the Body of Christ than the Son of God?  Apparently most of Christendom thinks so, and they use the Scriptures to prove it.  So, in the light of Jesus’ life and example, let’s examine those Scriptures.

One of the first Scriptures to be pulled out by those who defend their “Leadership” in the Body of Christ, seems to clearly contradict the teachings of Jesus, the way it is interpreted in most versions of the Bible.  Lets take a look.

Hebrews 13:17, 24  Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account.  Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you...Greet all your leaders and all the saints…  NASB

“Obey your leaders and submit to them”, “Greet all your leaders”, the meaning seems clear enough, doesn’t it?  But how does that line up with Jesus’ teachings of servant-hood and not bestowing on anyone, or taking for ourselves, the title role of “Leadership” reserved for the Holy Spirit alone?  Well, it seems to be at odds.  So, given the human tendency to gravitate towards “Leadership” rather than servant-hood, let’s look at those words interpreted as “leaders” and “submit”.

The word interpreted as “leaders” comes from the Greek word hegeomai.  According to Strong’s, the word means:  to lead, that is, command, (with official authority); figuratively to deem, that is, consider:  account, suppose, think.

Those who claim they have “Leadership” over the Body of Christ look at this definition and shout, “Look!  See!  Right There!  It says command with official authority!”  But, as every grade-schooler learns, each word can have several meanings.  One of a school child’s exercises is to pick out which meaning of a word fits within the context of any particular sentence.  In our case, our job is to pick out which meaning fits within the context of Jesus’ teachings on servant-hood, versus the world’s teachings on “Leadership”.  With Jesus’ teachings in mind, the most applicable meaning would be, figuratively to deem, that is, consider.

Now let’s look at the word interpreted as “submit”.  It comes from the Greek word hupeiko, meaning, (to yield, be “weak”); to surrender: submit self.  Again, those who want to exercise authority over the Body of Christ will point out everyone is suppose to surrender to their “Leadership”.  However, as before, we need to take this in the context of Jesus’ teachings, and not the traditions of men.  Within the context of what Jesus taught, the best definition would be, submit self.  Just as Jesus didn’t require obedience to Himself, but allowed people to follow Him…or not, no one in the Body of Christ has the authority to require submission to their “authority”.  It is a voluntary issue.  We are to submit ourselves, willingly, to the Truth, not individuals.  Individuals make mistakes, God’s Truth is constant.  Authority to make us submit is not given to anyone.

So, Hebrews 13:17, 24 could be just as easily, (and more accurately line up with the teachings of Jesus), be translated:   Consider them who watch over you and yield yourself.  For indeed, they are sleepless regarding your souls, for they must deliver an account.  The result: that they perform with exceeding joyfulness and not with groaning, for this would be unprofitable for you… Enfold in your arms all who account for you and all the consecrated ones...  GWT

This understanding of the Scriptures does not diminish the importance of individuals called into the service of the Body of Christ, nor does it contradict Jesus’ teachings on servant-hood, as opposed to the worldly exercise of “Leadership”.

Most who defend “Leadership” within the Body of Christ, do so citing the purest of motivations.  But it’s difficult to be objective about the motivations of the heart.  Yet, God judges us by our hidden heart.  The apostle Paul knew this and didn’t trust his own conscience, knowing only God could truly discern his motivations.  Let’s take a look at what the apostle Paul has to say about his own heart’s motivation.

1 Corinthians 4:4-5  For I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet I am not by this acquitted; but the one who examines me is the Lord.  Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men’s hearts; and then each man’s praise will come to him from God.  NASB

The apostle Paul didn’t dare justify himself by his own conscience, even though his conscience was clear.  What Paul was honest enough to admit is; it’s quite possible to deceive ourselves about our motives.  It’s as simple as that.  And, most of us do deceive ourselves about our motives.  We ascribe the best motivation for the things we do and believe.  But, like Paul, we can’t trust our own hearts.

Jeremiah 17:9-10  The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can understand it?  I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind, even to give to each man according to his ways, according to the results of his deeds.  NASB

Now, a Believer might say, “I have Jesus in my heart.  My motivations must be pure.”  But Paul was a Believer.  And Peter was a Believer and called a pillar of the Church.  The apostle Paul knew he couldn’t trust his own heart, and he knew he couldn’t trust the apostle Peter’s heart.  Even though the Body of Christ in Jerusalem looked to Peter as a role model, he was fallible.  Galatians chapter 2 tells of how the apostle Peter was carried away with a false doctrine, (introduced by false brethren secretly brought in, Galatians 2:4).  Notwithstanding Peter’s stature in the Body of Christ, Paul called him out in front of everyone, (Galatians 2:14).  Paul rebuked Peter for not being straightforward about the Truth of the Gospel.

Now, if the apostle Peter can be swept-up with a false doctrine and deceived, who is immune from the same fate?  It is safe to say we are all vulnerable and must guard our hearts and examine ourselves, striving to align ourselves with the Word of God.  We must study to show ourselves approved, able to rightly discern the Word of Truth.  So, when Scripture is quoted to support “Leadership” and “authority”, as this next Scripture is often used, it must be discerned rightly, according to Jesus’ and the apostle’s teachings on servant-hood.

1 Peter 5:1-5  Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God, and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock.  And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.  You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders, and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.  NASB

Here, the apostle Peter refers to himself as a fellow elder.  The term is descriptive of his long-standing service and the maturity gained laboring in spreading the Gospel.  He exhorts others who have likewise labored long in God’s service to shepherd God’s flock among them.  He does not say the flock is under the elders, but that the elders are among the flock.  The job of the shepherd is to show the way to green pastures, flowing waters, and to protect the flock from predators.  In other words, to provide spiritual nourishment and protection for those the shepherds are responsible for.  The shepherds will be held accountable by God for those entrusted to their care.  That should be a sobering thought for anyone in a role of service!

The elders, the mature Believers, are charged with exercising oversight among the flock.  The word translated oversight carries the meaning of being aware, alert to danger, in watching over the flock.  They are told not to guard the flock under compulsion (that is, they have to) but to do so voluntarily.  This is an interesting way to phrase the guarding and shepherding of God’s people.  Don’t do it because you have to, but willingly, even eagerly.  Who or what would compel someone to watch over God’s people against their will?  The answer can be found in the follow-on Scriptures.

In the NASB translation used for these Scripture references, the phrase, (according to the will of God), shows up in the text.  This phrase isn’t in the King James Bible.  So, I looked it up in the Green Interlinear Bible, which has all the Hebrew and Greek text as it appears in original manuscripts.  The phrase wasn’t there either.  So why was this phrase added to the NASB translation when it isn’t found anywhere in the real Scripture?  This is a perfect example of how the worldly, religious, traditions of men, affect how the Word of God is manipulated, rather than simply translated.  To try to explain what would compel someone to watch over God’s people against their will, the translator had to change God’s word to fit in with their religious concepts.  However, the answer to what would compel someone to watch over God’s people is right there in the Scriptures the whole time.

If you removed the extra-Scriptural phrase, “according to the will of God”, and the “and”, which also isn’t in the Scriptures, the Scripture itself explains what would compel someone to shepherd God’s flock.

“…exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, not for sordid gain, but with eagerness…”
Money.  If a servant isn’t serving voluntarily, but is under compulsion, they are not serving with eagerness, but compelled by sordid gain.  Financial gain can be the motive that compels individuals to shepherd God’s people.  We will look at how the profit motive hinders God’s work later, but since it comes up in Scripture at this point, we will look at it briefly.  There are only six times in the entire Bible that monetary gain is viewed as bad, or “filthy”.  The term “filthy lucre”, or that concept in different words, shows up once in the Old Testament, and five times in the New Testament.

In the Old Testament, when the prophet Samuel was old, he made his sons judges in Israel.  His sons perverted justice for the sake of financial gain,              (1 Samuel 8:3).  No place in Scripture is financial gain talked about as “filthy”, except when it subverts the work of God.

In the New Testament, financial gain is referred to as “filthy” in:  1 Timothy 3:3,      1 Timothy 3:8, Titus 1:7, Titus 1:11, and 1 Peter 5:2.  In each of the New Testament references to financial gain as being filthy, it is in reference to the motivations of men’s hearts when entering into God’s service.  Throughout Scripture, the profit motive is never mentioned as “filthy” except when it is a motivation for entering God’s service.  Even when the unrighteous withhold wages from the laborers, (James 5:4), there is judgment for this unrighteous pursuit of profit at the expense of others.  But, it is not mentioned as filthy.  There is something corruptible about serving God for profit that makes the pursuit of gain filthy.  This Scriptural concept is worth noting, and remembering.

Not only shouldn’t mature Believers be compelled by profit to shepherd God’s people, but, they should not be “lording it over those allotted to your charge”.  The word lording means: to control, subjugate, or exercise dominion over.  So, shepherds shouldn’t be trying to control God’s people.  God’s people are not to be subjugated or dominated.  Instead, any mature Believer who wishes to shepherd God’s people is charged with living a godly life that will be an example for the flock.  And, we must remember, God’s servants who choose to shepherd God’s people, will give an account to God for those individuals who look to the example of our lives.  What result is our living witness having on those who would follow our example?  We will give an account to God for every eternal failure our poor witness produces.  We will stand before God and account for the immaturity and lack of development in every individual who has been entrusted to our care.  Shepherds of God, take heed!

Young immature Believers are exhorted to subject themselves (a voluntary action on their part, not the responsibility of God’s shepherds) to those Believers who exhibit maturity.  But everyone, mature Believer and young Believers alike, are instructed to be clothed with humility towards one another.  The elders are to humble themselves and serve the younger to build them up and equip them for the work of God’s service.  The younger are to humble themselves and submit themselves to the Word of Truth, exhibited by those with spiritual maturity.  It isn’t a “top-down” power structure, but a symbiotic, growing, mutually nurturing, interpersonal, relationship.  It is a living Body, and God himself opposes the proud, but exhibits grace on behalf of the humble.  How in the world can that promote “Leadership” among the Body of Christ?  It can’t.

We will look at another Scripture that may come up in defense of “Leadership”, but it should be clear by now God never intended the worldly concept of “Leadership” to be the operating platform for the Body of Christ.  But, some who claim “Leadership” over the Body of Christ will speak of their “Authority” within the Body.  “Authority” to do what, punish people, kick people out of the congregation?  The only “Authority” any servant of God has, is to speak the Word of Truth in love.  That’s it.  Nothing else.  When a Believer speaks the Word of Truth in love, it is God’s responsibility to approve of His Word and take action in the situation.

2 Corinthians 10:8  For even if I boast somewhat further about our authority, which the Lord gave for building you up and not for destroying you, I will not be put to shame,  NASB
Those who would claim “Authority” within the Body of Christ will point to the apostle Paul and equate their “Authority” with the authority Paul wielded.  OK, a servant of God equal in spiritual stature with Paul should wield the same authority that Paul exercised.  Of course, any servant of God who shared the revelation knowledge and inspiration of the Holy Spirit would humbly offer themselves, pour out and expend themselves, in the service of the Body just as Paul did.  They wouldn’t be obsessing over the exercise of their “Authority”.  Be that as it may.  What “Authority” did Paul claim to have from God?  

First, one of the definitions of the word translated as “authority”, is: delegated influence.  Since all authority was given to Jesus by His Father after Jesus’ resurrection, (Matthew 28:18), the only “Authority” anyone has is authority delegated to them from Jesus.  This would be an appropriate and accurate description of any “Authority” or influence a member of the Body might have at their disposal.  What authority did Paul receive from the Lord?  Paul had the authority to build up the Body, not for tearing down the Body.  In other words, Paul had the authority to speak the Truth in love, building up, edifying, and equipping the saints for every good work.  Paul did not have the authority to do anything else.

Now, on those occasions, when the Body of Christ was threatened by wickedness from within, Paul addressed the problems and instructed the Body on how to deal with the source.  In 1 Corinthians chapter 5, Paul tells the Corinthian Body how to deal with sin in their midst.  He shows them how to deal with it themselves, and they do.  This isn’t exercising “Authority” over the Corinthians, it is sharing godly, inspired instructions on how to deal with a problem.

Paul also had problems with individuals who passed themselves off as Believers, but peddled the Gospel as a business, perverting the Truth.  The problem was, since these false teachers exalted themselves, and encouraged the Body of Christ to exalt them and submit to them, many in the congregation began to value the worth of the false teachers over the apostle Paul and the Truth, (2 Corinthians 11:4).  Paul’s only authority was in speaking the Truth, and allowing God to show Himself strong with expressions of power through the Holy Spirit.  

1 Corinthians 2:3-5  I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling, and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.  NASB

Paul pointed out the error of following false apostles and teachers, but it was Paul’s word against theirs, except for the power of God displayed in approval of Paul’s message, (2 Corinthians 10:18).

1 Corinthians 4:19-20  But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I shall find out, not the words of those who are arrogant but their power.  For the kingdom of God does not consist in words but in power.  NASB

Paul did not exercise any authority of his own, he simply spoke God’s Word of Truth, and counted on God backing it up, (Romans 15:19, 1 Thessalonians 1:5).  There is no legitimate “Leadership” in the Body of Christ other than leading a life yielded to Christ as an example to be followed.  There is no legitimate “Authority” in the Body of Christ except to speak the Truth in love.  When God’s servants live a life of servant-hood and expound on the Word of Truth, God shows His approval in workings of the Holy Spirit in power.  False teachers will commend themselves with words, but God will validate His yielded servants and His word of Truth with power.  I see little power in the Body of Christ today.  It is time to restore servant-hood in the Body of Christ and prepare ourselves for the powerful latter rain of God’s Holy Spirit.

How the Money Motivation Erodes a Servant’s Heart
Christianity started in Palestine as a fellowship; it moved to Greece and became a philosophy; it moved to Italy and became an institution; it moved to Europe and became a culture; it came to America and became an enterprise.

Attributed most often to Rev. Sam Pascoe. 

This brief history of Christianity is used as a quote by a professor in a Theology class.  He shares it to get his students thinking about the transformation of Christianity down through the ages.  However, in one class, it was a young student who got the professor thinking.    

After displaying the quote for the class, a young lady in the room raised her hand and asked the professor, “But an enterprise is a business, right?  Isn’t Christianity supposed to be a body, the Body of Christ?”

The professor was intrigued by the question, but answered confidently, “Why yes, it is.”

After a few thoughtful moments, the young student replied, “But when a body becomes a business, isn’t that prostitution?”

Stop and think about the reality of this simple statement.  The professor certainly did.  It revolutionized his life.  When and how did the ministry Jesus started (carried on by the apostles, turning the whole world as it was know on its head) devolve into a business?  As long as any of us have been alive, delivering the Gospel has been a business proposition.  Money exchanges hands, employees are paid, budgets are established, and commerce carries on.  It’s nothing new actually.  Jesus had the same problem with the religious industry during His ministry.  His answer to the problem led to the only recorded act of violence in Jesus’ life.

Matthew 21:12-15  And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all those who were buying and selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who were selling doves.  And He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer’; but you are making it a robbers’ den.”  And the blind and the lame came to Him in the temple, and He healed them.  But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that He had done, and the children who were shouting in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they became indignant.  NASB

How did Jesus’ life and ministry differ from the religious commerce carried on by the temple?  Remember, God ordained the priests to serve Israel and be sustained by their temple ministry.  God instituted the temple ministry for the benefit of His people.  How then, did what God intended for the good of His people, turn into an enterprise?  It was simply a perversion of what God intended.

Then Jesus is introduced.  Here was a man who asked nothing for Himself, but poured out His life in service to humanity.  He was homeless, (Luke 9:58).  He didn’t worry about His own needs and take up offerings for His ministry, but relied on God to supply everything (Matthew 6:25, Matthew 17:17) and encouraged others to likewise trust in God (Luke 22:35).  It made no sense.  For centuries the priests had been making a living from their ministry to Israel, then along came Jesus who asks for nothing…and God showed His approval of Jesus through signs and wonders and workings of miracles by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus’ motivations were pure and un-compromised.  His only purpose was to serve His Father.  He was not compelled to serve His Father to make a living.  Jesus had no money motivation.

More than any other Scriptural record, the life of the apostle Paul most closely mimicked Jesus’ life of selfless servitude.  We know Paul had a revelation he was unable to speak about afterwards (2 Corinthians 12:1-4).  Paul’s revelation knowledge was so superior to anything anyone else was receiving from God, it was necessary for a messenger of Satan to be sent against Paul to keep him from being exalted above measure (2 Corinthians 12:7).  No other apostle made any such claim.  Only John’s Revelation of Christ would compare.  We don’t know what Paul saw, but we do know how it affected his life.

Philippians 3:7-20  But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.  Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Let us therefore, as many as are mature, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a different attitude, God will reveal that also to you; however, let us keep living by that same standard to which we have attained.  Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us.  For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things. For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;  NASB

This passage of Scripture carries an incredible revolutionary message, but it is glossed over and ignored.  Paul had been a prominent Jewish religious leader.  He had stature, power, economic gain, honor, influence – everything a human could ask for or work towards in this life.  Yet, his revelation, knowledge, and understanding compelled him to forsake all of these worldly trappings.  It wasn’t that Paul didn’t appreciate the things of this world, he did.  Paul just didn’t have any motivation to pursue worldly things when he was so caught-up in gaining life in Christ.  Paul’s motivations had shifted from gaining the things of this world, to gaining Christ.

What effect did this have on Paul’s life and ministry?  Well, from a natural human point of view, it had a destructive influence on his life.  It left him homeless, a pauper, beaten, tormented, and rejected by this world.  It also resulted in Paul contributing more to the New Testament Bible than any other writer.  The knowledge and influence of Paul’s revelation understanding of the Kingdom of God and Christ, adds volumes to Believer’s spiritual maturity to this very day.  Paul emptied his life of every motivation that would degrade his service to Christ, and served God at his own expense.

But look at what Paul has to say of his life of self-sacrifice.  “Let us therefore, as many as are mature, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a different attitude, God will reveal that also to you; however, let us keep living by that same standard to which we have attained.  Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us.”  

Paul’s exhortation was to as many as are mature (in other words, to as many as have the spiritual maturity to understand this concept) to have this same attitude.  What attitude?  Paul’s attitude of complete divorce from the motivations of this world.  Paul’s attitude that nothing this world has to offer is worth coming between him and the pure pursuit of life in Christ.

Paul goes on to say that if in anything you have a different attitude, God will reveal that also.  Most translations carry the meaning that God will reveal it to you, but it is more accurately translated as by, or with you.  In other words, by an individual’s actions and with an individual’s attitudes, God will reveal that an individual has an attitude different than what was exhibited by Paul.  This is an important distinction, since most individuals deceive themselves over the real motivations for the things they do.  Remember, even the apostle Paul himself knew he wasn’t justified by his clear conscience, (1Corinthians 4:3-5).  Here are two good examples.  One is very blatant, the other much more subtle.

My brother in Christ, Ryan Leatherman, attended fellowships in our home for years before moving away.  He also attended a church of the same denomination my father pastored, and I grew up in.  One evening, he came to our fellowship outraged.  Several big donors in the church he attended had died.  Their passing left a huge deficit in the offering the church had grown accustomed to spending.  This created a financial problem for the church.  The leadership of the church decided they needed to make up this financial shortfall.  Their response was to publish a special flier to be handed out on Sunday.  The flier outlined the financial crisis, and asked members if they would brainstorm together with the leadership to come up with new ways to attract attendance and make up the financial shortfall.  Many who read about the flier will think this was a creative solution in looking for ways to solve the problem.  However, to Ryan, it was an outrage that showed the heart and motivation of the leaders of his church.

Ryan explained to us how the motivations of the leaders broke his heart.  Rather than be concerned over the eternal souls of the people in the neighborhood, the leaders had a budget obligation.  There was no brainstorming over how to save the eternal lives of the people in the neighborhood.  There was no brainstorming over how to introduce the lost to the good news of the Gospel.  The leadership wasn’t motivated to expand their attendance to expand the population of Heaven.  The leadership only became concerned about attendance when they saw attendance as a way to meet their budget.  The intent of their heart was made clear in the flier as they sought new attendance to make up a financial shortfall.  Money was the motivation, not the ministry of Christ.  I can say with certainty, there is no eternal reward for a money motivation within the Body of Christ.

Now, while this is a very blatant and offensive example, the money motivation is the second most insidious of all evils to creep into the Body of Christ.  Nobody can serve two masters (Matthew 6:24).  The need to raise money by preaching the Gospel compromises every ministry that attempts it.  Depending on the character of the servant of God who watches over the congregation, the effects can be great or small, but they are still there.  

My second example is of a meek servant of God who, by all accounts, expends himself in the service of his congregation.  He was preaching one Sunday on giving.  Apart from the fact he was using the Scriptures to support giving to the local church business, rather than the Scriptural context of sending money to persecuted Believers in another town, it was a good message on the heart of the giver.  But you see already how the need for financial support of his small Gospel business had caused him to divert the Word from its intended message on giving.  It is subtle to change the concept of taking up a collection to relieve the suffering of persecuted Believers in another town - to giving to a local Gospel business.  However, if any servant of God wants to preach on giving to the local Gospel business, the Scriptural message of giving has to be changed; because nowhere in Scripture is there any mention of taking up an offering to support the local church.  This may sound strange since nearly every message we have heard was about giving to a local ministry, with a few sermons on supporting missions thrown in to make it seem less self-centered.

The subversion of the Scriptures has gone on for so long, it is universally accepted, and is unquestioned by the intended audience – and the preachers of the message themselves.  However, this does not make the subversion of the Scriptures acceptable to God.  And, it does not make the contemporary message of giving to the local Gospel business God’s Truth.  In fact, it leads to even greater subversions of God’s Truth.  To continue the story of the meek servant of God, who by all accounts expends himself in the service of his congregation:  I don’t object too much to the message.  After all, I enjoy gathering together with my brothers and sisters in corporate worship of our Lord.  I can see quite a bit of value in a neighborhood meeting/fellowship center.  But then, he got near the end of his message on the selfless, giving heart.

Almost apologetically, he added to the Scriptures, “Giving is almost like an insurance policy.  You give so that it will be there when you need it yourself.”  He did add that maybe you couldn’t extract that meaning out of it, but the words had already been spoken to the intended audience.  But, giving is NOT like an insurance policy!  The purpose of giving is not to get.  Giving is the natural expression of the abounding love God has shed abroad in our hearts.  What had been intended as an illustration of selfless giving, had been subverted into a selfish scheme to meet one’s own future needs.  While this is a seemingly harmless and certainly well intentioned example, it does illustrate how the Word of God is compromised when a need for cash-flow is involved.  This is how subtly and pervasively the powers of darkness have infiltrated the Body of Christ with the money motivation.

Most people will not find this manipulation of Scriptures offensive at all.  Many will even defend the practice of changing the meaning of God’s Word for a practical and worthwhile cause.  After all, how can anyone expect to maintain a church building, payroll, overhead, and maintenance costs, without bringing in money?  How can you run a local church business without people paying for it?  If keeping the church doors open is worth doing, then people will have to pay.  

This is a conundrum for servants of God who wish to serve Him with an un-compromised heart.  So, rather than skew the meaning of Scripture to justify what would be considered a legitimate need, why not just be straightforward with the congregation.  “If you appreciate the services offered here, it’s your responsibility to maintain them with financial support.”

The near-universal use of Scripture to justify raising money to support the Gospel business isn’t lost on the world.  The two main excuses used by unbelievers to reject the message of Christ are:  “Christians are just a bunch of hypocrites.” And, “They just want my money.”  If you stand back and objectively look at the situation, those are hard arguments to get around.  The way we act and operate, it becomes very difficult to see the selfless sacrifice of Christ in the way we live and conduct business.

Again, the apostle Paul, with his revelation, knowledge, and understanding, his life of selfless sacrifice lived before all men as a living epistle; addresses this issue.  In 1 Corinthians chapter nine, all the way through to chapter eleven, verse one, Paul covers this topic.  He starts out saying he has a right to live off the Gospel just like the rest of the apostles and Peter.  He quotes the Old Testament verse about how even the oxen are allowed to eat of the grain they tread out, but this is said for the benefit of the Gospel workers not oxen.  He talks about how the priests serving in the temple ate of the sacrifice as their subsistence, and follows with the observation that the Lord has directed those who proclaim the Gospel get their living from the Gospel, (1 Corinthians 9:14).  Yet, Paul ties this concept of Israel partaking in the sacrifices of the alter, with Gentile sacrifices to demons, (1 Corinthians 10:17-22).

But, the common thread running through chapters nine, ten, and into eleven is; I don’t make my living selling the Gospel because that hinders the spread of the Gospel.  If you desire to serve God and preach the Gospel unhindered, follow my example.

1 Corinthians 9:11-12  If we sowed spiritual things in you, is it too much if we reap material things from you?  If others share the right over you, do we not more?  Nevertheless, we did not use this right, but we endure all things so that we will cause no hindrance to the gospel of Christ.  NASB
Paul continues he hasn’t used the Gospel for his own needs, and isn’t bringing it up so he can.  On the contrary, it would be better for him to die than to diminish the Gospel by doing it for a living.  He is compelled by the Spirit of God within him to spread the Gospel.  Doing it for free, he has an eternal reward.  Doing it for a fee, he would only have a stewardship entrusted to him.  Paul goes on to say his reward is actually offering the Gospel without charge.  What servant of God would knowingly exchange an eternal reward for an earthly paycheck?  What servant of God would receive pay for his service to God, knowing in doing so he causes a hindrance to the Gospel of Christ?  I would hope only one who was unaware of the trade-off.  Paul chose earthly slavery with its eternal reward.

1 Corinthians 9:19  For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I may win more.  NASB

With his abundant revelation knowledge, Paul chose to suffer all things for the sake of the Gospel, so he could take full advantage of the Good News of Christ.

1 Corinthians 9:23  I do all things for the sake of the gospel, so that I may become a fellow partaker of it.  NASB
Paul considers how the nation of Israel shared in the sacrifices of the alter.  We see how the temple sacrifices degenerated into commerce over the course of the Old Testament.  Jesus exemplified the displeasure of His Father with this practice when Jesus cleansed the Temple (Matthew 21:12-15).  Then Paul begins to talk about how the Gentiles offer sacrifices to demons.  He concludes you cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.  Is Paul drawing a connection between receiving offerings and how it ultimately doesn’t serve God at all?  But, God Himself ordained temple sacrifices.  God Himself directed that those who serve the Gospel should live off the Gospel.  Even though God had sanctioned it (even as He reluctantly sanctioned Israel getting a king                    [1 Samuel 8:6-7]) that doesn’t mean it is the best thing.  In fact, God can use that as an example of what doesn’t work.

We see how ultimately, the office of priest and the temple sacrifices no longer served God but degenerated into a power structure and an enterprise.  Jesus came and overthrew and abolished the old order with His selfless sacrifice of Himself.  Over the last two thousand years, we see how the practice of living off the Gospel has degenerated into the most unspeakable excesses, performed in, and defaming the holy name of Christ.  Yet, two thousand years ago, the apostle Paul understood the pitfall living off the Gospel actually was.  Perhaps all this had to happen for our sake, so we could see the truth illustrated in history, but Paul explained it pretty clearly in the next passage.  

1 Corinthians 10:23-24  All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable.  All things are lawful, but not all things edify.  Let no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor.  NASB

Just because it was lawful for Paul to expect financial compensation for his service, that didn’t make it eternally profitable for anyone.  Even though it was lawful for Paul to get paid, it wouldn’t promote spiritual birth or growth.  Paul concludes no one should seek their own good, even though it is lawful for them, but they should seek the good of their neighbor.

Paul sums it all up.

1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1  Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.  Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God; just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit but the profit of the many, so that they may be saved.  Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.  NASB

Whether you eat or drink from offerings, or not, do it to the glory of God.  But, in whatever you do, do not be an offense or stumbling block to anyone, especially the Church of God.  Do not seek your own good, but the good of many, so they will not be hindered by your lifestyle or operating structure, and can readily come to salvation.  In other words, be imitators of my selfless service to the Gospel, even as I imitate Christ.

We have all heard, many times, how much more blessed it is to give than to receive.  Usually, we hear it when we are being told how blessed we will be when we give of our financial resources to the local church business.  However, the true context of that statement is just the opposite.  Paul quoted Jesus in the context of how Paul himself had worked with his own hands to meet his own need and the needs of the men who accompanied him.

Acts 20:34-35  You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my own needs and to the men who were with me.  In everything I showed you that by working hard in this manner you must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’  NASB

Paul lived a life of self-sacrifice and giving.  Paul refused to shackle his service to God with the need to earn a living.  Paul knew that even though it was allowable, it wouldn’t enhance his service to the Gospel, but would rather detract from it.

After two thousand years of corruption and degradation of the Gospel message by the money motivation, how can the Body of Christ now break free from this bondage?  We must break free if we are to see the blessings of God in the latter rains.  And the Body of Christ will break free, one way or the other.  The best solution would be for the Body of Christ to embrace the truth and return to a Body that functions on the symbiotic basis of selfless service rather than the “Leadership” model of the world.  Servants of God would serve God because the Spirit of God inspires them and leaves them no option but to serve.  They would have that same motivation that was in Christ and the apostle Paul.  They would be unfettered from the notion they had to earn a living from the Gospel.

I’m not intimating it is wrong or unscriptural for Believers to give financial support, blessings, or gifts to God’s servants.  Indeed, giving should be a natural result of the love God has shed abroad in our hearts.  But, a servant who toils in God’s service without any expectation of financial reward (motivated by the honor of serving the Most High God and a compassion for humanity) receives an eternal reward for their labors.  That purity of motivation isn’t diminished when God lays it on a Believer’s heart to meet a physical need of God’s servant.  This symbiotic relationship between God’s servant and the served, is completely different from the relationship between someone who is hired to deliver a spiritual service and those who have an obligation to pay for that service.

The first is a natural symbiotic function of the Body of Christ.  The second is a business transaction.  The first carries an eternal reward for God’s servant.  The second IS the reward for the steward of God’s congregation.  The first avoids any hindrance for those seeking God.  The second is used as a clichéd rejection of the Gospel of Christ.  The first is appropriate, the second, while lawful, isn’t profitable; not eternally profitable for God’s servant, nor for those who use it as an excuse for rejecting Christ.

To eliminate this hindrance in spreading the Gospel, we should return to God’s intelligent design for the Body of Christ.  Just like Jesus’ and Paul’s ministry, the Body would be served by selfless volunteers who are not compelled to minister for a paycheck.  This is the selfless service illustrated in Scripture.  It should be the pattern for God’s servants who want to illustrate Jesus’ selfless service to this lost and dying world.

If the Body of Christ will not return to selfless service because of a revelation of the Truth, then they will return to selfless service through persecution.  The world will crush the Body of Christ.  All who have selfish motivations will flee from the Congregation.  Only those who are willing to exchange this earthly life for the eternal glory of serving the Most High God will remain.  With the false “Leaders” departing, only the Spirit of God will be left in His true role as leader and head of the Body of Christ.  I would like to return to the Truth of my own volition.  God is seeking a people who will return to Him out of a repentant heart.  What would that look like?

God’s Intelligent Design for the Body of Christ
Very few Believers think it is possible for the Body of Christ to return to the way God designed it in the beginning.  Many claim God had no design, nor intention, in the original form and function of the Body of Christ.  They believe the early church just evolved from a state of spiritual awaken-ness.  This is as ridiculous to the spiritual man as Darwin’s racist theories are to the geneticist.  The scientific study of genetics has proven beyond all scientific doubt that Darwin’s 150 year-old theory of evolution was simply an uneducated and racially inspired guess, ignoring his own inability to prove it scientifically.  In the same way, religious persons who have an investment in the status quo, deny God had any intention or design in the way the Body of Christ was birthed, formed, and functioned.  We have become so accustomed to the way things are, we think this argument is reasonable.  However, by applying the logic of God’s plan for all things (illustrated by the Scriptural blueprint of humanity’s redemption) the only logical conclusion is God is intentional and thorough in everything He does.  The Scriptures hold God’s intelligent design for the Body of Christ.

Others, who have an investment in the church business (the way it currently is) would say returning to the original form of the Body of Christ is a type of legalism.  They would assert it isn’t necessary for the church to be restored for the church to function.  The very fact we have the worldly “Leadership” form of church control is proof the church can function apart from its original form.  But, how’s that workin’ for ya’?

In a recent home fellowship, Wayne Almlie brought a printout with some interesting facts in it.  In the last 50 years of evangelism by all Christian Denominations, crusades, tent revivals, special events, plays, musicals, radio, TV, and street outreaches, 0% membership has been added to the church.  That’s right.  Christians are dying off as fast as we are bringing them into the fold.

In addition, the printout had the results of a multiple-choice question that was given to thousands of people who consider themselves Christians.  It read:

What is the mission of the church?

To love others

To help and feed the poor

To conduct worship service

To teach morality

To make disciples

Less than 25% could identify the mission Jesus assigned to the Body of Christ, (Matthew 28:19  NASB).  A return to the original intelligent design for the Body of Christ (blueprinted by the Holy Spirit in the New Testament) isn’t legalism, it’s sound mechanics.  If you want something to work properly, you have to maintain it the way it was designed.  When a car no longer functions properly, it can either be repaired to its original form and function (to perform the way it once did) or you can run it into the ground.  It is no more legalism to expect the Body of Christ to be returned to its original form and function than it is legalism to put the wheels back on a car so it can roll down the road.

I know from experience, you can get a lot of miles out of a vehicle that doesn’t work right.  However, the vehicle doesn’t perform the way it should.  You won’t get the same performance and power from a vehicle in disrepair as you will from one properly maintained to its original specifications.  It is the same with our natural bodies.  When something is broke, we go to the doctor and try to get it fixed.  If we are ill, we want to get well so we can function as we should.  Should we have any less regard for the Body of Christ?  It is time to heed the words of the Great Physician and restore the Body of Christ to God’s intended form and function.

So what form did God’s intelligent design for the Body of Christ look like in our Scriptural blueprint?  Let’s examine the specific areas talked about in Scripture:

The Servant Maintained Body

The Body Maintained Servants

The Qualifications for Servant-hood

The Responsibilities of God’s Servants

The Maintenance of Discipline in the Body of Christ

Scriptural Giving

But, how do we conform the worldly church to Scripture?  Remember, this movement of the Spirit to restore the Body of Christ is not a nostalgic longing for the “good ol’ days” of Scripture.  This is a fundamental restoration to the original form and function of the Body of Christ to fulfill God’s purpose in us.  When the Holy Spirit is allowed to once again lead each Believer; when God’s servants forsake their usurped “Leadership” role and return to the honorable and righteous estate of servant and slave; when as a people, we serve each other freed from the bondage of earning a living from the Gospel, then we will have prepared ourselves for the outpouring of the latter rains.  Then, yielded to our Father’s will, we will glorify our Heavenly Father and honor Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  Then, Jesus will receive the full reward of His suffering in the great harvest of souls into all eternity.  Come quickly Lord Jesus, Amen. 
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